
 

 
August 1, 2018 

 
Dear Friends: 
 
In answer to a religious leader’s question, “Good Teacher, what must I do to get eternal life?”, 
Jesus responded with these words: “Why do you call me good? Only God is good.”  
 
Without realizing who Jesus is (i.e. “I AM” – John 8:58), the religious leader uses a term that 
Jesus says can only apply to God Himself.  So where does that leave us … human beings? 
 
Clearly scripture suggests that every person, at their very core, is: self-centered & egotistical, 
deceptive & deceitful, double-minded, prone to fabricate the truth, duplicitous & deplorable. 

 
In other words … NOT “good” … despite the fact that occasionally we observe people 
exhibiting such qualities as: compassion, generosity, love, mercy, forgiveness, etc. 

 
So how do we reconcile this contradiction and anomaly? 
 
Keep in mind that while people are capable of exhibiting the positive qualities listed above, a 
very compelling case can be made that the reason people can manifest such characteristics is 
that they have been stimulated and nurtured in a Judeo-Christian “cultural setting”.  In other 
words … these are “values” that are embraced and advocated by the Hebrew and Christian 
scriptures, and therefore practiced by those who have been influenced by them, whether they 
realize the connection or not.  This is not true in other cultures, or at various times throughout 
history.   
 
However, as the Judeo-Christian cultural “setting” and narrative is diminished and attacked, we 
should anticipate a growing atmosphere similar to what Paul describes in 2 Timothy 3:1-5: 
 

“Remember this: There are some terrible times coming in the last days.  
People will love only themselves and money.  

They will be proud and boast about themselves.  
They will abuse others with insults. They will not obey their parents.  

They will be ungrateful and against all that is pleasing to God.  
They will have no love for others and will refuse to forgive anyone.  

They will talk about others to hurt them and will have no self-control.  
They will be cruel and hate what is good.  

People will turn against their friends.  
They will do foolish things without thinking and will be so proud of themselves.  

Instead of loving God, they will love pleasure.  
They will go on pretending to be devoted to God,  

but they will refuse to let that “devotion” change the way they live.  
Stay away from these people!” 

 
Although this is certainly not a pretty picture, it’s a realistic one, and one that we need to guard 
against and pray that God would deliver us from.   
 
Yours for reaching the marketplace. 
Carl  


